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CPD Training on Teaching Listening Skills Held

As part of our ongoing professional development activities, our monthly CPD
session was held on Thursday, April 30.

This session was designed as a practical workshop for instructors from the
Foreign Languages Department, focusing on moving beyond simply testing
listening skills to teaching learners how to listen more effectively. Throughout
the workshop, our instructors explored classroom-friendly approaches,
practical techniques, and adaptable strategies that can be integrated into
textbook listening activities.

The session provided our instructors with the opportunity to reflect on their
current practices and to enhance their teaching processes through more
interactive and learner-centred listening activities.



Evaluation of the Third Module Student Satisfaction
Survey Results

The results of the Module-End Satisfaction Survey conducted with the
participation of our students at the end of the third module were shared with
our instructors through a presentation delivered by Education Specialist Sibel
Erözden. We highly value our students’ opinions, suggestions, and
expectations, and we carefully evaluate the feedback received in order to
make our educational processes more effective and efficient.

In line with our student-centred approach, we aim to use the data obtained
from the survey results as a guiding tool for planning the next module and the
upcoming academic year. Our efforts to enhance quality will continue with
determination throughout the fourth module as well.



Participation in the 18th School of Foreign Languages
Administrators Meeting

Hosted by Akdeniz University on May 7–8, 2026, the “18th School of Foreign
Languages Administrators Meeting” brought together administrators and
academics from universities across Türkiye. Representing our university, the
meeting was attended by Assoc. Prof. İhsan İkizer, Head of the Foreign
Languages Department.

During the two-day program, sessions were held on various topics including
the current state of foreign language education in higher education,
accreditation processes, assessment and evaluation practices, AI-supported
language teaching, curriculum development studies, and the management of
preparatory programs. In addition, workshops and presentations conducted in
different focus grps enabled the sharing of knowledge and experience among
institutions.

The meeting also addressed issues such as enhancing quality assurance in
foreign language education, developing innovative teaching approaches, and
strengthening academic collaboration among universities. It was announced
that the next School of Foreign Languages Administrators Meeting will be
held in 2027 at Abdullah Gül University.



Our Department's Quality Standards Have Been
Certified by EAQUALS

The Foreign Languages Department of Istanbul Nişantaşı University has been
accredited by EAQUALS (Evaluation and Accreditation of Quality Language
Services), demonstrating that it meets international quality standards in
education. Operating in 35 countries and serving as an advisor to the Council
of Europe on foreign language teaching, EAQUALS is one of the world's
leading quality assessment bodies in language education, with over 30 years
of experience.

The assessment confirmed that our department meets high standards in
teaching quality, course programmes, course organisation, learning resources,
and testing and evaluation. It was also certified that our department takes
great care to protect the welfare of its students and staff, and that al
promotional materials produced are accurate and truthful.

Point of Excellence

EAQUALS inspectors identified our department as having excellent standards
in the category of "communication with staff" and awarded a point of
excellence. The certificate states:

"The comprehensive organisation of formal departmental meetings, the
outcomes of which are shared with participants, ensures that al staff are
accurately informed, while also fostering collegiality, openness and a sense of
belonging."

We wholeheartedly congratulate all teachers of the Foreign Languages
Department on this outstanding achievement.

You can access the EAQUALS accreditation certificate of Istanbul Nişantaşı
University Foreign Languages Department here.

https://www.nisantasi.edu.tr/Uploads/Eaquals_Accreditation_Certificat.pdf


Participation in the 7th TESOL Türkiye International
ELT Conference

İstanbul Nişantaşı University Foreign Languages Department participated in
the 7th TESOL Türkiye International ELT Conference, hosted by TED Bodrum
College in Muğla on 15–16 May under the theme “Mediation in ELT for a
Connected World.” The conference brought together ELT professionals,
researchers, and educators to exchange ideas and discuss current
perspectives in language teaching and learning.

A team from our department contributed to the conference with three
research papers focusing on mediation, assessment, and collaborative
communication in ELT. The papers presented during the conference included
“Translanguaging as a Mediation Tool: Supporting B2 Academic Writing”
presented by Siavash Bakhtshirin and Parisa Naini, “Integrating Discourse
Markers into Speaking Assessment Rubrics: A Comparative Analysis of Rating
Consistency at the B1 Level” presented by Zarrin Khatibi and Büşranur Alkanat,
and “From Breakdown to Breakthrough: Dialogic Mediation in B1 Collaborative
Speaking” presented by Siavash Bakhtshirin and Azra Nihan Eke.



Learn Smarter: A Practical Guide to Independent
Language Learning

Education has undergone gradual change because of technological
developments in recent years, particularly in the aftermath of the pandemic.
This urgent need to improve digital literacy has accelerated the process of
adapting to innovative technologies, as well as the need to develop them.
Universities, as higher education institutions, tend to follow current trends, if
not become pioneers themselves. As the Foreign Languages Department of
Istanbul Nişantaşı University, we also recognise the importance of enhancing
course content with recent technologies and AI-supported practice
opportunities. Our academic and administrative staff regularly attend training
sessions to acquire new knowledge and apply it in our courses.

As part of these training activities, I had the opportunity to attend a two-day
programme this March, hosted by Fatih Sultan Mehmet Vakıf University. The
training brought together instructors from various universities across Türkiye
under the title “English Language Education with Artificial Intelligence” and
comprised three sessions per day.

Each session was both eye-opening and highly practical. I was particularly
struck by how easily one can create an application or tool to support their
learning process, whether as a classroom activity for teachers or for
independent study for students. This process is sufficiently accessible that
even beginner-level language learners can design their own AI-assisted tools
to improve their language skills independently.



As the number of AI assistants continues to increase, both students and
educators need to identify those that best suit their specific needs. Students
can use AI to practise the language they are learning, for instance by engaging
in conversations or asking them to generate questions to test their skills.
However, the use of AI extends well beyond these functions, and many users
overlook some of the more advanced features offered by these tools they use
daily.

Let’s say you want to practise English online without spending any money. Did
you know that, rather than simply chatting with an AI assistant or using it only
to access information for reading, you can create a personalised learning tool
for yourself? In this way, you can experience a more visualy engaging,
interactive, and enjoyable form of learning that also provides feedback on your
skills. In fact, you have a free language teacher available in the comfort of your
own home. All you need is basic prompt-writing skills. You can enter your
prompt directly into Claude AI, as it can generate code for such tools. However,
with Gemini, ChatGPT, and some other AI assistants, you may need to slct an
additional code-generation tool before making your request. As it is more
user-friendly in this regard, I will provide a sample of how to create a language
learning tool using Claude AI.

1.Start with a Detailed Prompt

Let’s begin with a well-constructed prompt. When writing your prompt, it is
important to provide as much detail as possible, be specific about your needs,
and briefly introduce yourself to achieve the best possible outcome. You
should include your language level, the skill you wish to practise, what exactly
you aim to achieve, and how you would like to be guided or corrected. You
may also focus on a particular skill, a specific topic or a test to prepare for. Here,
you will find a sample prompt I generated to illustrate this approach. It is a very
basic one, you may be even more detailed with yours. You can further refine
and adapt it to suit your own needs. Claude also alows you to edit and refine
your tool through an ongoing conversation. If you are not satisfied with a
section, you can continue to revise it by requesting changes such as: “make
the learning section longer,” “provide more examples,” “explain the rules in
Turkish as well,” or “teach the rules in more detail,” and so on.

2.Review the Generated Tool

Here is the output I received in response to that initial prompt. As you see, this
is the most basic draft of the tool generated. You may either use your tool
directly within the Claude chat interface or download it and share it with
others.

https://claude.ai/
https://claude.ai/
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/sefanuronur-rgb/FLD-Blog/main/prompt.jpg
https://ubiquitous-zabaione-df64e7.netlify.app/


3.Download Your Tool

There are a few steps involved in downloading and sharing your tool. First,
make sure that you have reviewed and finalised every aspect of your tool so
that it is ready for use. Claude alows you to download the tool directly from the
chat by clicking the options icon in the top-right corner. However, this is not
the end of the process. At this stage, you will only receive the .html version of
your tool.

4.Turn it into a Shareable Link

Next, you will need to generate a shareable link for your code. For this step, you
can sign up to this website for free. Click on “add new project” and drag and
drp your .html file into the box at the bottom of the page. Then click “rename
and deploy.” And voilà—you will have a link to your very own learning tool.

It may seem like a lengthy process at first, but once you try it, you will see how
straightforward it is. Keep in mind that if you are going to use it for your own
study, you do not need to download it — you can use it through Claude chat as
well. You can even create your own listening or speaking practice tools in this
way. All it takes is a little creativity. For instance, you could design a tool to
learn idioms or phrasal verbs through films or TV series or ask AI to generate a
playlist of songs that include examples of the passive voice. Let AI become
your oyster in your language learning journey.

As I bring this blog to a close, I would like to remind you of one thing once
again: thanks to AI, it is now possible to access a free “teacher” from the
comfort of one’s home. While I believe we should acknowledge and make full
use of technological advancements whenever possible, I also strongly
maintain that a human teacher will always remain the most dependable guide
in education. At the same time, it is important to remember that AI systems
can still produce inaccurate information or halucinations. For this reason,
although AI is undoubtedly a powerful tool, it should be seen as a supplement
to education rather than a replacement for human educators.

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/sefanuronur-rgb/FLD-Blog/main/download.jpg
https://www.netlify.com/
https://app.netlify.com/start
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/sefanuronur-rgb/images/main/Screenshot%202026-05-06%20150337.jpg
https://raw.githubusercontent.com/sefanuronur-rgb/FLD-Blog/main/link.jpg
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https://www.nisantasi.edu.tr/Uploads/7.%20testing%20&%20assessment%20specialist.pdf
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